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On Sun~shine Extinguishing Fire. 



[Sept. 



ior the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

A CORRESPONDENT, in a for- 
mer HUiuber of yeur Magazine, 
ii.quii;ed why culinary, or room tires, 
were ajjt to burn less brightly, and to 
be extinguislied fromtlie action of the 
sun's rays on them i A wj'iter in a sub- 
leqtient number expressed his opinion, 
that the fict was not corrfcl. Oo 
lately reading Notes on the West In- 
dies, by Dr. Finkard, au ingenious, 
and interesting work, 1 met with the 
following account, 'ihe rea-oning on 
the phenomenoji of light appeared tfi 
me satisfactory. I recommend it tc 
your CorrcKpondents, and to such ot 
your readtrs as may be interested in 
suth inquiri^'s, »id witliout further 
comment i subjoin the extract giving 
an account of the appearanee of a burn- 
ing wood on the coast of Demerara, 
in South America. 

•' As we returned in the evening, 
Twe witnessed a very grand and brilliant 
scene, from the burning of part of the 
forest, in order to clear an estate tor 
cultivation. 

" The trees were consuming with 
great rapidity, And from Ine tire in- 
creasing in brightness as tlie evenir)g 
closed in, it tormed a most splendid 
and imposing spectacle. The Major 
observed to us, that this improvement 
of the picture was not the n)ere effect 
of viewing it through the surrounding 
darkness, it being a tact very generally 
known in. this country, that when any 

Cart of tiic woods are set on fire, they 
urn with greater rapidity during the 
niglit thair in the day-time. From tlie 
greater strength of the breeze through- 
out the day, this inigiit seem improb- 
able ; but that fires do burn weaker in 
strong light, is a fact not imknown to 
the lowest kitchen maid, who in sum- 
mer closes the shutters (as she says) to 
keep the un from putting out thefiie. 
i:itih it cannot be consi<lcrcd that it is 
the particular property of the sun to 
prevent bodies tVom burning. Perhaps 
your chemical reading williurnish you 
with an explanation of the fact, from 
t le known tendency of light to preserve 
oxygen in its gaseous state, and to 
prevent the decomposition of the at- 
mospheric air, which is so essential to 
combustion. The (ire appeared very 
beautiful, and might be seen to the 



distance of many miles. It arrested 
our attention for a considerable time, 
and we contemplated it as an object of 
grandeur and novelty." 

A Gleaner. 



For the.BelfaM Monthly Magazine. 

KlPORTFaoMTTHE FOARn OF EBCCATIOIT. 

To his Grace Charles Duke nf Richmond 
and Le:no(i,S(e.lordlietUenantgf-neral 
mid geturat governor of Ireland. 
The second Report ofilie Commissioners 
for inquiring into the state of 
all Schools on public or clmritabte 
fmndationt, w IreUittd. 
MAY It please your grace, 
TTfTL the undersigned Commission- 
W ers for inquiring into the se- 
veral funds and revenues granted for 
the purpose of education, and into 
the state and condition of all schools 
on public and charitable foundations in 
Ireland, beg leave to report to youi 
grace the result of our inquiries into the 
jjreseiit slate of tlie schools of Navan 
and ikllyroan, of private foundation. 
'1 he schools of Navan and Bally- 
roan were founded by Alderman John 
Preston of the city of Dublin, who 
in the year one thousand six hundred 
and eighty-six, executed a deed, con- 
veying the lands of Cappaloughlin in 
the Queen's county, containing about 
seven hundred and ninety acres, and 
which he then estimated at about 
eighty pounds per annum, to certain 
persons, their heirs and assigns for 
ever, in trusi, to pay a schoolmaster 
ol the Protestant religion, resident and 
livmg in the town of Navan in the 
couuty of Meath, the yearly sum of 
thirty-five pounds; and also to pay 
a like schoolmaster, resident and living 
in the town of Uallyroan in the 
Queen's county, the yearly sum of 
twenty five pounds; and also to pay 
the sum of twenty pounds yearly to 
the hospital of king Charles the 2d, 
in Oxmantown, Dublin ithenomtnatioa 
of the said schoolmasters to be in 
bis eldest son, and his heirs male, 
and the trustees and their heirs, or 
the major part of them for ever ; 
and in case of the rents of the said 
lands increasing, the overplus to be 
disposed of, by the same persons or 
the major part of them, for the con- 
venience ot the said schools, or such 



